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The Royal Danish Mint has an internet shop aimed at Danish 
and foreign coin enthusiasts and collectors. The internet shop 
has been a great success and it is our impression that customers 
worldwide welcome this easy and secure way to buy collector’s 
coins and coin sets. 

Our website provides information about and pictures of all 
coins minted in Denmark. This catalogue is therefore meant as 
a service to customers without internet access. The catalogue 
includes pictures and descriptions of collector’s coins currently 
found at www.royalmint.dk. A new catalogue is published  
twice a year.
 
Contact details
The Royal Danish Mint takes orders by telephone on (+45) 43 45 
40 11, Monday-Friday from 8:30 to 11:00 am. When new coins 
are issued, the telephone is also open from 1:00 to 2:30 pm.  
Orders can also be placed via our website, or collector’s coins 
can be purchased against cash payment at Danmarks National-
bank, Monday-Friday from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.
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New coin in the ship series
The motif on the 12th ship coin is a typical Danish fishing vessel. 
For most Danes, wooden fishing vessels are the essence of the 
Danish fishing tradition. These vessels were built by small, local 
boat builders in Danish coastal towns, and although they met 
competition from steel vessels during the 20th century, they 
were used right up to the 1980s.

The motif was designed by the sculptor Margrete Sørensen, who 
previously designed the ”Sirius” Polar coin for the Royal Danish 
Mint. The coin will be issued as a 20-krone circulation coin on 
11 December 2012.

Proof version
The 20-krone coin will also be minted in a proof version for col-
lectors. The proof version can be ordered for a limited period of 
time – from 11 to 16 December 2012 – and will be delivered on 
an ongoing basis. The price is DKK 125 incl. VAT. We accept or-
ders by telephone and via our website from 11 December 2012. 
Read more on page 7.

Coin Set 2012
On 11 December this year’s coin set is issued. The ordinary ver-
sion includes the six coins in the Danish coin series.
Read more on page 15.

Circulation coins 2012
No coins for ordinary circulation have been minted in 2012.

World Money Fair in Berlin
The Royal Danish Mint will have a stand at the World Money 
Fair 2013 in Berlin on 1-3 February 2013. The Fair is open to the 
public.

Christmas orders
The Royal Danish Mint will be closed between Christmas and 
New Year. The deadline for ordering coins and coin sets for 
delivery before Christmas is 18 December 2012.

We wish all our customers a Merry Christmas and  
a Happy New Year.

neWs from royal Danish mint



Fishing vessel, 20-krone coin
Price: DKK 125



12th ship Coin

On 11 December, Danmarks Nationalbank issues a new 20-kro-
ne coin with a typical Danish fishing vessel as its motif.

This is the 12th and final coin in the series with ships selected to 
cover as many aspects as possible of Danish maritime history. 

Ordinary version, 20-krone coin
Ordinary circulation coins are sold in rolls of 20 coins each. 

Price: DKK 400 per roll.
(max. 3 rolls per customer)

Proof version, 20-krone coin
– Limited ordering period
The proof version can be purchased from Danmarks National-
bank (Banknotes and Coins) and via www.royalmint.dk in the 
period 11-16 December 2012.

Price: DKK 125
(max. 3 coins per customer)
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For most Danes, wooden fishing vessels are the essence of the 
Danish fishing tradition. These vessels were built by small, local 
boat builders in Danish coastal towns, and although they met 
competition from steel vessels during the 20th century, they 
were used right up to the 1980s.

The reason why these vessels were so popular was that they 
were eminently suited for fishing for consumer species in coastal 
waters. In the 1970s and 1980s larger, more efficient vessels, 
which could also be used for industrial fishing, became more 
prevalent.

The last wooden fishing vessel was launched in 1982, but many 
of the old fishing vessels can still be seen in Danish ports, where 
they are used by tourists and anglers.

The artist behind the motif
The motif was designed by the sculptor Margrete Sørensen, who 
also designed the motif for the ”Sirius” Polar coin. Margrete 
Sørensen reflects on her work with the coin on the next page.

fishing vessel

9



The motif was designed  
by the sculptor Margrete 
Sørensen, who also de-
signed the motif for the 
”Sirius” Polar coin.



refleCtions on the motif

The fishing vessel on the coin is the first one built at Hvide 
Sande in 1954. It was named ”Skjold” RI. 75.

Wood, the smell of tarred ropes, lanterns, and cork buoys to 
indicate where the fishing nets had been laid out. The smell of 
fresh fish! And the characteristic chugging of the vessels, TUK – 
TUK – TUK – TUK. The persistent, stubborn and robust sound of 
the diesel engines from the vessels setting out to sea in the very 
early morning hours. 

Today these are the nostalgic memories of an urban dweller, 
reminders of unforgettable trips to small towns along the several 
thousand kilometres of Danish coast.

Physical strength, thorough craftsmanship and at times con-
tempt of death – all this brought tonnes of fish to humans and 
animals, in Denmark and in export markets abroad.

Fishing vessels of the type from Hvide Sande, RI. 75, still sail here 
and there as echoes of a not-so-distant past when you could not 
catch fish with your hands in your pockets. 

For me it is thought-provoking that I have been given the op-
portunity to design the fishing vessel on a coin which I must, 
paradoxically, fish out by putting my hand in my pocket.
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Test Strike
20-krone Reverse

Test Strike
20-krone Obverse



reDesign of the 10- anD 20-krone Coins

The current Danish coin series was introduced in 1989. The 
coins had a coherent design, but over the years the 10- and 
20-krone coins have been updated, and both the obverse bear-
ing a portrait of Queen Margrethe and the reverse with the coat 
of arms have been changed several times.
 
In 2013, the 10- and 20-krone coins will be redesigned again, 
but this time they will be brought more in line with the original 
design. This will restore the visual identity of the series, from the 
50-øre coin to the 1-, 2- and 5-krone coins to the two highest 
denominations, 10 and 20 kroner. Based on the very first version 
in this series, a new typeface has been designed for the coins. 

It was inspired by Danish Art Nouveau, known as Skønvirke, as 
seen in Danish coins from the early 20th century. The new type-
face is in keeping with tradition, but also attractive and robust.
 
Finally, the coat of arms will be redesigned to fit the coins, and 
the denomination will be shown in the robust, easy-to-read style 
also used on the other coins in the series. 
 
Both coins will still be minted in aluminium bronze, and their 
sizes and weights will remain unchanged.
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Proof version 2012
Price: DKK 875

Ordinary version 2012
Price: DKK 200



Coin set 2012

The coin sets will be issued on 11 December 2012.

Ordinary version
Every year, coin sets are issued in an ordinary version and a proof 
version.

The medal – royal monograms
This set includes a medal in Nordic gold. The obverse of the 
medal shows the Royal Danish Mint’s mark, a heart, under a 
crown, while the reverse theme is royal monograms. This year’s 
medal shows the monogram used on some of the coins minted 
in the reign of King Christian X from 1912 to 1947.

Price: DKK 200

Proof version
The proof version also includes the six coins in the Danish coin 
series, dated 2012. Furthermore, it includes the same medal as 
the ordinary coin set, but minted in fine silver.

The coins in the proof set are minted using at least three strokes 
with extremely well-polished dies on specially treated coin 
blanks in order to ensure their very fine quality.

Price: DKK 875

15



Coin Set for Children 2013
Price: DKK 225



Coin set for ChilDren 2013

The coin set for children will be on sale from beginning of 2013.

The Royal Danish Mint issues a coin set for children, providing 
an opportunity to remember the year when the child was born 
or christened. The coin set makes a good christening present.

The coin set has an elegant design with sweet drawings of a 
family of trolls minting coins.

It comes with a leaflet for entering details such as the child’s 
name, date of birth, christening date, etc. 

The set includes the six coins in the Danish coin series and a 
medal with a troll motif.

In 2013, the reverse of the 10- and 20-krone coins will be 
redesigned. The coins in the set for children will have this new 
design.

Price: DKK 225
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Coin exhibition

Since August this year, Danmarks Nationalbank’s lobby has 
housed a new, permanent exhibition of all coins minted after 
the establishment of Danmarks Nationalbank in 1818. It is an 
exhibition of coin types, which means that variants and coins 
from different years are not displayed. But there is an excep-
tion: the Christian X 20-krone coin. The exhibition includes both 
ordinary gold coins from the period 1913-17, when this coin 
was in circulation, and one of the very rare gold coins from the 
period 1926-31, which were minted with a view to re-introduc-

ing circulation coins of gold. However, the global financial crisis 
in 1931 changed all that. Other rare and valuable coins include 
the Christian d’Or and Frederik d’Or coins from the time before 
the introduction of the krone in 1875. Finally, the speciedaler 
from 1819 is also very interesting, being the last Danish coin to 
include the Norwegian lion after the dissolution of the Danish-
Norwegian union in 1814.
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A banknote exhibition has been located in the corridor between 
the lobby and the banking hall since Danmarks Nationalbank 
moved into Arne Jacobsen’s new building in 1976. The bank-
note exhibition is broader than the coin exhibition and goes fur-
ther back. For instance, it includes examples of the first Danish 
banknotes issued by various authorities in the 18th century. Fol-
lowing the Danish State Bankruptcy in 1813, the Rigsbank was 
set up to issue banknotes, and some of its banknotes are also on 
display. It was a state bank, but due to lack of confidence it was 
replaced by Nationalbanken i Kjøbenhavn (later Danmarks Natio-
nalbank) in 1818. The banknotes from the new bank were just 
like the Rigsbank banknotes, except that the name of the issuer 
had been changed. The exhibition then shows all banknotes 
issued by Danmarks Nationalbank since 1818, ending with the 

current 2009 series. There is also a display of Faroese banknotes, 
which are of the same sizes and denominations as the Danish 
banknotes. The series was upgraded with new security features 
this year.

As an extra bonus, a visit to Danmarks Nationalbank provides 
an opportunity to see a genuine gold ingot on display. You can 
even touch it and lift it to feel how heavy it is. It weighs approxi-
mately 12½ kg. Although you physically hold the gold ingot and 
feel its weight, it is well protected. You cannot remove it from 
the showcase. 

Welcome to Danmarks Nationalbank and enjoy your visit!
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20-krone coin, gold

10-krone coin, gold



Background
When the krone replaced the rigsdaler in 1875, the coinage was 
based on gold. So between 1873 and 1917 the Royal Danish 
Mint minted large quantities of gold coins, and banknotes could 
be encashed for gold at a fixed price of DKK 2,480 per kg of 
fine gold. The Coin Act stipulated that gold coins with nominal 
values of 10 and 20 kroner were to be minted to facilitate the 
exchange of banknotes. During World War I the gold encash-
ment obligation was suspended. Since then Danmarks Natio-
nalbank has therefore held large stocks of gold coins, most of 
which have never left the bank. 
 
Purchase of gold coins
The coins have never been in circulation, but since they were 
neither minted nor stored with collectors in mind, they may have 
minor scratches, etc. It is possible to buy 20-krone gold coins 
dated 1913, 1915 and 1916 and 10-krone gold coins dated 
1913 and 1917. The sales price is based on the market price 
of gold and will regularly be adjusted to reflect fluctuations in 
gold prices. The old gold coins will be delivered in a presentation 

folder with an outline (in Danish only) of their background and 
history. Read more on the website of the Royal Danish Mint.

Number of coins from the period 1913-17:
10-krone coin, gold: 450,000
20-krone coin, gold: Around 3.7 million

olD golD Coins
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Specifications

10-krone coin, gold
Diameter ...18.0 mm
Weight .....4.48 g
Alloy .........900‰ Au (gold)

100‰ Cu
(fine gold 4.03 g)

20-krone coin, gold
Diameter ...23.0 mm
Weight .....8.96 g
Alloy .........900‰ Au (gold)

100‰ Cu
(fine gold 8.06 g)





banknotes

The Danish series 2009-11
On 24 May 2011, the 1,000-krone banknote was issued as the 
fifth and final banknote in the new Danish series. The new series 
makes it even more difficult to counterfeit or copy genuine 
banknotes.

The banknotes have been designed by the artist Karin Birgitte 
Lund and have Danish bridges and prehistoric finds as their 
motifs.

The Faroese series
An updated Faroese banknote series with new security features 
was put into circulation on 19 March 2012. 
 
The primary motifs are Faroese animals. The faces of the 
banknotes show sections of the animals. The reverse motifs are 
reproductions of watercolours of Faroese landscapes. 

The watercolours are by the Faroese artist Zacharias Heinesen  
(b. 1936). 

The animal motifs help to give the series life and variation, 
while the watercolours lend a special quality of lightness to the 
banknotes.

Sale of banknotes
The banknotes are sold at their nominal value. However, as con-
siderable administration is involved, a handling fee of DKK 200 
including VAT will be charged for every 10 banknotes ordered.

An order may include several banknotes from both the old and 
new series as well as the Faroese series, but the handling fee will 
be charged for every 10 banknotes.

Read more at www.royalmint.dk.
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Coin Set for Children
The set comprises the coins in the Danish coin series, dated 
2013, and will be on sale from beginning of 2013 to the end  
of the year.

The coin set for children is an ideal gift to celebrate the birth 
of a baby or a christening.

New coin series
In the spring a new, exciting coin series will be issued, compris-
ing four 500-krone silver coins and four 20-krone coins. 

Unlike previously, all the coins will be issued on the same day. 
The 20-krone coins will also be minted in a proof version.

Redesigned 10- and 20-krone coins
In 2013, the ordinary 10- and 20-krone coins in circulation  
will be redesigned. 

Coin Set 2013
The annual coin set will be issued in the autumn of 2013.

 
neW aCtivities in 2013
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